THE ITALIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY CENTER

PRESENTS

.%p. SR

% 4

~

& D



il
i

[TALIAN AMERICAN
COMMUNITY CENTER

IACC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

JIM SANO, PRESIDENT
MARIA LAMORTE VICE-PRESIDENT
PETE SCAVULLO, TREASURER
MAGGIE PUTNAM, SECRETARY

DINO BARBATO
TERRY ANDRIANO
TONY FAZIO
MARIA DENITTO
FRANK ZEOLI, IACCF-REP
DAVID QUADRINI, IACCF-REP
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I.LA.C.C. FOUNDATION

IACC FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FRANK ZEOLI, PRESIDENT
GEORGE URCIUOLI, VICE-PRESIDENT
DAVID QUADRINI, TREASURER
DONNA ZUMBO, SECRETARY

CHRIS HOFFMAN
MARY LOU MARANDO
DINO BARBATO
JIM SANO, IACC-REP
MARIA LAMORTE, IACC-R

TONIGHT’S SCHEDULE

6:30 P.M.

7:00 P.M.

8:00 P.M.

10:30 P.M.

OF EVENTS

INTRODUCTION
JIM SANO, IACC PRESIDENT

AMERICAN NATIONAL ANTHEM
ITALIAN NATIONAL ANTHEM
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
BENEDICTION

JIM SANO, IACC FOUNDATION
PRESIDENT/CLUB CHAPLAIN.
DINNER

AWARDS

JOE ALLEGRETTI

PRESIDENT’S AWARD

SERGIO PANUNZIO

JEFFREY HUNT

DONATELLA ROTOLI

CHRIS BARTON (POSTHUMOUSLY)
PASQUALE TIRINO SERVICE AWARD

DAN WALL, ESQ
IACC ITALIAN SPIRIT AWARD

DOMINIC MAINELLA
IACC ITALIAN AMERICAN OF THE YEAR

DANCE: DJ CHAS GIKNIS

SILENT AUCTION ENDS
O) it e

DUNES

MILLE GRAZIE TO THE
SHEA FAMILY
FOR ANOTHER GREAT

COLUMBUS DAY GRAND GALA!
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GOLUMBUS DAY

GRAND GALA

COLUMBUS DAY GALA
COMMITTEE

FRANK ZEOLI
COLUMBUS DAY GALA CHAIRMAN

TERRY ANDRIANO
DINO BARBATO
MARIA DENITTO
THERESA LAJOY
MARIA LAMORTE

MARY LOU MARANDO
SHARON PATREI
JIM SANO
GAIL TARANTINO
GRETCHEN VAN VALKENBURG
JOAN WALLIS
DONNA ZUMBO

PATRONS

THERESA ANDRIANO
ROSE AND DINO BARBATO
STEVE AND MARIE BUBONIA
BEN AND LENA CAFARO
ANDY AND ANNETTE D'AUGE
LUIGI AND MARIA DENITTO
TONY AND TERRI FAZIO
MICHAEL AND GAIL FERRCANE
GEORGEANN GREENE
ANGIE GROELZ
MARIE IANUCCI
DOMINC AND LYNN INDELICATO
DICK AND THERESA KAPLAN
PIA LASCARIS
MARIA MARCHIO
SERGIO PANUNZIO AND JACKIE LAMORTE
JOE AND SHERI PELUSO
DAVE AND MARILYN QUADRINI
CAROLINE AND SCOTT ROBERTS
JIM AND NANCY SANO
KATHY SANO
GRACE SIMEONE
JOHN AND SALLY SIMEONE
MAGGIE AND JOE SMITH
ANGELO AND GAIL TARANTINO
JOSEPHINE TORINO
GRETCHEN VANVALKENBURG
JOAN WALLIS
FRANK AND NANCY ZEOLI
DONNA ZUMBO
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As we celebrate Columbus Day, we reflect on how we
got here. We remember our ancestors who left their
homeland searching for a brighter future in a new
world. They left behind everything they knew, including
their families, culture, and traditions. They endured long
and arduous journeys across the Atlantic, arriving in

a land that was unfamiliar in many ways. Despite the
hardships they faced, they demonstrated resilience,
resourcefulness, and a strong work ethic that contrib-
uted significantly to the growth and prosperity of the
United States.

The story of our Italian American immigrant ances-
tors is a testament to the power of the human spirit

and the importance of diversity in shaping our nation.
Their experiences remind us of the values of hard work,
family, and the pursuit of opportunity that continue to
define the American dream.

Today, as we celebrate our Italian American heritage,
let us remember and honor the sacrifices and contribu-
tions of our immigrant ancestors and let their legacy
inspire us to continue building a more diverse and
vibrant nation.

On behalf of the Italian American Community Center, |
wish to welcome you to our 2025 Columbus Day Grand
Gala. Enjoy the evening!




SILENT AUCTION

ITALIAN FOOD BASKET

Donated by: Fiorello Imports

ONE WEEK ENROLLMENT FOR JMU KIDS CAMP

Donated by: Joe Urschel

SUMMER POOL BASKET

Donated by: The Pool Girls

MIDNIGHT EXPRESS BASKET

Donated by: Marie Zeoli Bubonia

RELAXATION BASKET

Donated by: Friends of the IACC

SPA BASKET

Donated by: Friends of the IACC

MEN’S BASKET

Donated by: Dino Barbato

ITALIAN WINE RACK WITH WINE

Donated by: Frank & Nancy Zeoli
Jim & Nancy Sano

ITALIAN PRIDE BASKET

Donated by: Frank & Nancy Zeoli
Michael Zeoli

ICE CREAM PARTY BASKET

Donated by: Frank & Nancy Zeoli
Marie Zeoli Bubonia

ITALIAN COOKING CLASS BASKET.

Donated by: Frank & Nancy Zeoli
Jim & Nancy Sano

CAPITAL HILLS GOLF BASKET.

Donated by: Mayor Kathy Sheehan, SAV Golf &

Martel’s Restaurant

TWO NIGHT STAY IN COZY LOG CABIN IN LAKE GEORGE

Donated by: Heather Ciccone

TRIPLE BLING BASKET

Donated by: Marie & Zeoli Bubonia

Linda Dalton (Natural Anesthetics by Linda)

BEST OF THE LA.C.C

One-year full membership to the IACC &

tickets to several events at the IACC.

$150.00 Value
Starting Bid $35.00

$200.00 Value
Starting Bid $50.00

$175.00 Value
Starting Bid $45.00

$100.00 Value
Starting Bid $25.00

$150 Value
Starting Bid $40.00

$150 Value
Starting Bid $40.00

$200.00 Value
Starting Bid $45.00

$300.00 Value

Starting Bid $75.00

$175 Value
Starting Bid $50.00

$100.00 Value
Starting Bid $50.00

$800.00 Value
Starting Bid $75.00

$450.00 Value
Starting Bid $100.00

$450.00 Value
Starting Bid $100.00
$300.00 Value

Starting Bid $75.00

$900.00 Value
Starting Bid $225.00

Baskets are subject to change. Additional items may be added.
ALL PROCEEDS OF THE SILENT AUCTION GO TO BENEFIT THE CULTURAL & CHARITABLE
ACTIVITIES OF THE ITALIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY CENTER FOUNDATION
CASH, CHECK & CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
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The Italian American
Community Center estab-
lished a non-profit 501c3
foundation with a mission
to advance, celebrate and
preserve the Italian culture
and heritage while helping

families rediscover the
great strength to be found
in these traditions.

The Foundation holds
many annual cultural
programs and events.
Our goal is to connect a
new generation of Italian
Americans with traditions
and an ethnicity which has
been all but lost in today's
world. With your ongoing
support we hope to
continue this good work
for generations to come.
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IN EOVING ME Linda & Mickey

OF MY PARENTS Zeoli '
IN LOVING MEMORY OF
) e 4 B/
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Memory of ITALIAN AMERICAN
COMMUNITY CENTER

THE IACC REMEMBERS
THE MEMBERS WE LOST IN 2025

= ] Chris Barton
“| 88 8 Tony Tirino

‘ .
Toni Craft

| —

Diane Ray
Nick Tirino
Ron Richards

John Ritz

Rocky & Kay Pasquale
. John Tirino
Andriano




We are Proud Of You!

Congratulations on
being named the ltalian
American of the Year!




Celebrating the IACC and
the 2025 Honorees

Dominic Mainella, Dan Wall Esq., Joe Allegretti, Sergio Panunzio,
Donatella Rotoli, Jeffrey Hunt & Chris Barton

Peter Crummey
Colonie Town Supervisor

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO RE-ELECT PETER CRUMMEY FOR COLONIE TOWN SUPERVISOR
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| Dedlcate—My Award Tonight to my

h Father & Mother for their
Unwa,verlng Love (‘5’ Support.
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John & Phylis Mai



CONGRATULATIONS

TO ALL OF TONIGHT'S, HONOREES!

AND, | JOIN THE IACC IN
CELEBRATING ITALIAN
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH.

Darius Shahinfar
Albany City Treasurer




~.CONGRATULATIONS

J -TO TONIGHT'S
HONCREES

CONGRATULATIONS

BEST WISHES &

CONGRATULATIONS
TO DOMINIC MAINELLA
DAN WALL, JOE ALLEGRETT],
SERGIO PANUNZIO, JEFF

HUNT, DONATELLA ROTOLI
RACHEL BARRANCA POWELL

AND CHRIS BARTON
DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE

ALBANY COMMON COUNCIL RAYm

WARD 12 Albany County Legislature

CHRISTMAS TIME IN LITTLE ITALY:
ARTHUR AVENUE BUS TRIP

s Saturday, December 13, 2025

Depart: IACC at 8:45am B
Depart: NYC at 4:00pm

$50.00 members| $55.00 non-members
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STRONGER COMMUNITIES.
BRIGHTER FUTURE.

Congratulations to the 2025 Honorees.

NJA Explore our website.
b. 4 CHASOLUTIONS.COM




Proud to 5w/b/b0/Zé
< Italian American

Community Center
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www.bblinc.com

plan | design | build
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SWEEPERS & RENTALS

T

SALES SERVICE PARTS RENTALS

Sourcewell >a

SALES mﬁ”? RENTALS

Compact Pure Vacuum
Sweepers. The best
and most innovative

street sweeping
technology in the world SERVICE | PARTS

Try out our rentals!
Flexible terms always
available. Pick up and
delivery offered along
with operator training.

Our certified RAVO

technicians provide all %
maintenance services on

sweepers fast & '*'

trustworthy. Serviced with o
satisfaction guaranteed Vol ?4 o>

= 1.'.1
SCHEDULE A DEMO TODAY!

..
973-751-6200

rrheast‘
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THANK YOU
10O OUR SPONSORS

GOLUMBUS DAY VDWC\/

GRAND GALA

COCKTAIL HOUR DESSERT MARRETING

%

DECRESCENTE Camelot

A LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS Print & Copy Centers
SINCE 1948

All States
Materials Group

®

INGrtrheast
SWeepers & femlals. lne

EHANNA

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

PAVING  SEALCOATING | EXCAVATING
RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL

Marie Zeoli Bubonia Hon. Paul Tonko
Sharon Patrei Hon. Kathy Sheehan
Heather Ciccone Hon. Darius

Martel's Restaurant Shahinfar

Cafe Italia Hon. Peter Crummey
DC’s Pizza Hon. Debroah Zamer h
SAV Golf Hon. Raymond Joyce DELI
Donna Zumbo Hon. Jack Flynn
Dino Barbato Hon. Rachel Powell
Jim & Nancy Sano Frank & Nancy Zeoli
Joe Urschel Michael Zeoli

“The Pool Girls”

FIORELLO IMPORTING gy




2Shea Catering is
proud to be apart of
this celebration of our
[talian Heritage.




BEST WISHES &
CONGRATULATIONS!

Dominic Mainella & Dan Wall

“ | join the members of the
and all of tonight's honorees on IACC in celebrating

receiving your prestigious awards. ltalian American Heritage

Month & | Congratulate all of
tonight's honorees”

8th Ward Deborah Zamer

Albany Common Council Member 1 _q_ Albany Common Council - ..
(P40 N Ward 14 (. Kp @

.
YOUR HOUSE

TeHari
Heritage %=

IF YOU ARE THINKING ABOUT
Group

MAKING A MOVE,
The Dighl. Insurance... A Better Experience

1184 Troy Schenectady Road Latham, NY 12110 (518) 782-0001 www.heritagegrp.com

I'D BE HONORED TO HELP!

MICHELE SANO PAUL %

LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

™ (518) 466-9988

_ @ R




SAVE THE DATE

join us in celebrating our
anual Columbus Day Grand Gala

er 17, 2026, 5:30pm to 11:00 pm

it

information visit our website at
w.italianamerican.com
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Congratulations Sergio Panunzio
on receiving the
Pasquale Tirino Service Award!

Providin
ferving the |

Visit

@paultonko

I Paid for and authorized by Paul Tonko for Congress I




HONORELS BIOS

DOMINIC MAINELLA

ITALIAN AMERICAN OF THE YEAR

Dominic Mainella carries on a proud family legacy that began over a
century ago in the small town of Acquaviva in Italy’s Molise region. His
grandfather, also named Dominic, came to America in 1922, seeking
opportunities and a new beginning. After several trips between Italy
and the United States, he eventually settled in Troy, New York, where
he worked for the Department of Public Works and built a life rooted in
hard work and family.

Dominic’s father, John V. Mainella, followed that same spirit of
determination and entrepreneurship. Upon arriving in America, John
began working at Royal Bakery on Jefferson Street in Troy, where he
mastered the bakery trade. In 1957, he took a bold step and, with his
wife Phylis, opened their own business—Bella Napoli Italian Bakery—
in an empty storefront at the corner of Hutton Street and River Street
in Troy, NY. The bakery initially focused on bread, rolls, and pizza
dough, quickly becoming a neighborhood favorite.

In 1961, the bakery moved to its current location on River Street in
Troy. At that time, John expanded the bakery's offerings to include
pastries, cakes, cookies, and more.

John and Phyllis raised four children, with their eldest named Dominic
after his grandfather. Growing up surrounded by the sweet aroma of
freshly baked goods, Dominic spent weekends and holidays working
in the bakery. After attending Troy High School and Hudson Valley
Community College, he joined the family business full-time, deter-
mined to build upon his father’s foundation.

In 1982, Dominic realized his dream of expansion by opening a
second location—Bella Napoli in Latham—at 672 New Loudon Road.
Over time, he continued offering cookies, cakes, and Italian pastries.

By 1994, the bakery added a caf. Already known for its baked goods,
the new additions were subs, breakfast sandwiches, fresh coffee, and
much more.

Over the years, Dominic has continually enhanced the business’s
operations, investing in the latest equipment and machinery to ensure
the production of the finest baked goods. He developed the unique
flavor profile that distinguishes Bella Napoli pastries as the best in the
region. His unwavering commitment to using only the highest quality
ingredients has been instrumental in creating the most delicious
pastries, cookies, and cakes in the area.

Today, Bella Napoli remains a true family-run business, operated by
Dominic alongside his brothers, Gino and Mario, his sister, Victoria, his
sister-in-law, Maureen, and his wife, Darleen. Even his mom, Phylis,

at 91, continues to have a presence in the bakery. Dominic is blessed
and forever grateful to be supported by long-time employees who
have become like family and contribute to the continued success of
the bakery. The bakery continues to thrive on the values passed down
through generations—quality, family, and community.

In May 1982, Dominic married Darleen, the love of his life. Together,
they have three children—Jonathan and his wife Hannah, Michele
and her husband Christopher, and Michael and his wife Kayla- and a
beloved granddaughter, Anna, who has already brought new joy to the
family.

Dominic takes great pride in his Italian heritage and credits his
success to the courage and perseverance of his grandfather, whose
journey to America made everything possible. Every loaf, pastry, and
smiling customer at Bella Napoli is a tribute to that legacy—a legacy
Dominic is honored to carry forward.

In recognition of his unwavering dedication, outstanding support, and
lasting contributions to our club and the Italian American community,
the Italian American Community Center is proud to name Dominic
Mainella as our 2025 Italian American of the Year.



HONOREES BIOS
DAN WALL

ITALIAN SPIRIT AWARD

Dan Wall is a distinguished executive and business leader with a
storied career spanning public service, corporate leadership, and
advocacy. He presently serves as Senior Vice President and Counsel
to Currier, McCabe and Associates, the Capital Region’s Largest
Privately Owned IT Company.

Dan formerly served our State, as President of the New York State
Civil Service Commission and the New York State Health Insurance
Plan — leading its transformation into a modern and award-winning
Agency.

An honors graduate of St John'’s School of Law, accomplished
author, and former member of the IACC Board of Directors, he has
been recognized with numerous honors for his services, including
awards from the Capital Region YMCA, SUNY Empire State College,
Disabled American Veterans, National Association of Governors, and
the Industries for the Blind of New York State.

A dedicated family man and former rodeo clown, he and his beloved
wife, Suzanne, will be celebrating their 40th Anniversary next month.
They are the proud parents of two adult daughters, Nicole and
Lindsay.

The Italian American Community Center is proud to present the
Italian Spirit Award to Dan Wall in recognition of his unwavering dedi-
cation, outstanding support, and lasting contributions to our club and
the Italian community.




We Print Practically Everything!

Digital Color Fulfillment

B&W Copies Graphic Design Services
Architectural Drawings True 24/7 Availability
Sighage, Posters & Displays  « Free Pickup & Delivery
Variable Data Mailing

Mounting & Laminating * Promotional ltems

Bindery Services Oversized Wall Prints

PRINT.
COPY.
COOKIES.

630 Columbia Street Extension ¢ Latham, NY 12110 « 518.435.9696



JOE ALLEGRETTI

IACC PRESIDENTS AWARD

SERGIO PANUNZIO
PASQUALE TIRINO SERVICE AWAR D

Joe was born in Albany, NY on May 17, 1925, the only child of the
late Florence and Vincent Allegretti.

He grew up in downtown Albany near the Cathedral of the Immacu-
late Conception. Joe attended Albany Public Schools, graduated
from the Christian Brothers Academy in June 1943 and was drafted
into the army in August 1943. He was eventually assigned to the
104th Infantry (Timberwolf) Division. It was the first infantry division
to be trained to fight at night.

In 1944 and 1945 the Timberwolf Division fought through Holland,
France, Belgium into Germany. Joe was a Platoon Sergeant. He
was awarded the Combat Infantryman’s Medal for close combat
with the Germans, two Purple Heart Medals for injuries in combat,
the Bronze Star Medal for meritorious service during the Rhineland
Campaign as well as other service medals. Later in life, in December
2020, Joe was awarded the French Legion of Honor Medal
(Knight) for his contribution to the liberation of France during
WW1A.

Joe was discharged from the Army in January 1946. He married
Janet Kajano on July 10, 1949 in the former St. Anthony’s Church.
She was his loving companion for over 71 years until her death in
January 2021. They have four married children, five married grand-
sons and nine great grandchildren.

Joe graduated from Siena College and worked for the Federal
and NYS governments for over 30 years. He retired from the NYS

Thruway Authority in November 1986 as the Director of Accounting.

He still lives in Albany.

In recognition of a lifetime of sacrifice and service to our country,
our state, and our Italian community—and for his dedication,
outstanding support, and lasting contributions to our club—the
Italian American Community Center is proud to present the
President’s Award to Joe Alegretti.

Sergio Panunzio was born in Cagliari, the capital of Sardinia, Italy. In
1979, he immigrated to New Jersey with his family in pursuit of the
American dream. His parents worked in a coat factory while Sergio
and his sister attended school. At the age of 13, Sergio began working
summers at a local restaurant and pizzeria—earning $25 for a 50-hour
week. Driven and eager to learn every aspect of the business, he
convinced his parents 1982 to purchase the restaurant, allowing them
to leave factory work and build something of their own.

Motivated by a lifelong commitment to helping others, Sergio volun-
teered as an EMT with his local ambulance corps, later serving as its
director, all while helping at the family restaurant. After more than a
decade in the restaurant industry following his father’s passing, Sergio
transitioned into the public service field, which would define his career.
For over 30 years, Sergio has served in public service in many different
roles, with dedication, integrity, and leadership. As Commissioner of
DGS, he continues to mentor others, modernize city operations, and
uphold the department’s mission of service to the community.

Beyond his official duties, Sergio remains deeply involved in the Italian
American community. He volunteers at the Italian American Commu-
nity Center of Albany, which he affectionately calls his “extended
family,” promoting Italian culture and heritage through civic and
cultural engagement.

The Italian American Community Center is proud to award Sergio
Panunzio the Pasquale Tirino Service Award in recognition of his
lifelong commitment to the Italian community.



JEFF HUNT JR.

PASQUALE TIRINO SERVICE AWAR D

DONATELLA ROTOLI

PASQUALE TIRINO SERVICE AWARD

Jeff Hunt Jr. was born on March 23, 1979, to Kathleen and Jeff
Hunt Sr. He was primarily raised by his mother, who was his number
one in life—and he, the apple of her eye. Unfortunately, at just fifteen
years old, Jeff lost his beloved mother unexpectedly, leaving him to
navigate the world on his own.

Jeff attended Bishop Maginn High School, where he built the foun-
dation of his education before entering the workforce. After gradua-
tion, he worked in several food establishments, where he developed
a love for cooking, especially for making pizzas.

Eventually, Jeff joined the City of Albany’s Department of General
Services, beginning his career in the Parks Division. After a few
years, he transitioned to the blacktop crew, where he learned every
aspect of paving, sealing, and repairing roads. Through hard work,
dedication, and a desire to continuously learn, Jeff rose through the
ranks and became the Division Supervisor of Streets and Roads.
Jeff's leadership qualities and natural ability to connect with others
led him to become active in the CSEA union, first serving as Vice
President and now as President of the local union in the City of
Albany. Recently, his peers elected him Vice President of the
regional union, a testament to the respect and trust he’s earned
throughout his career.

Known to many as everyone’s friend and “big brother,” Jeff is the
person people turn to for advice, training, and a listening ear. His
heart of gold and compassion for others define both his personal and
professional life.

It wasn’t until Jeff met Maggie Zeoli, a proud Italian American, that
he truly discovered the meaning of family and tradition. Maggie
changed his life—introducing him to her heritage and, eventually, to
the Italian American Community Center, which became his home
away from home. As a proud member, Maggie insisted that Jeff join
as well—and even made sure they celebrated their marriage at the
Club itself.

Jeff continues his service here at the Italian American Commu-

nity Center, where he can be found every Friday night during the
summer making pizza in the pavilion. He never misses a week

and takes great pride in ensuring the quality of every pizza served.
Although not Italian American by heritage, Jeff has wholeheartedly
embraced the culture as his own—often seen wearing his favorite
T-shirt that reads, “Pray for me, my wife is Italian.”

We are proud to honor Jeff Hunt Jr. with the Pasquale Tirino Award,
recognizing his dedication, leadership, and unwavering commitment
to our Italian community.

Donatella Rotoli was born on July 2, 1974, in Capua, a historic town
in southern Italy. She is the second of three sisters and, from a young
age, showed a deep sensitivity toward others, a curiosity for the world,
and a strong devotion to her family.

She has been married for 29 years to her husband, Salvatore, and
together they’ve built a beautiful family with four children: three daugh-
ters and one son — Michelle, Sharon, Alex, and Ashley — who are the
heart of her life and the reason behind many of her choices.

In 2016, Donatella made a courageous decision: to move to the United
States with her family in search of a better future for her children.
Starting a new life in a foreign country, with a different language, and
culture, was a major challenge. But through the support of close family
friends, determination, and incredible resilience, she and her family
managed to integrate seamlessly into their new environment.

Like many immigrants, she started from the bottom, working part-time
jobs while studying to improve her English. As she gained confidence
in the language, she was able to access more fulfilling and better-paid
opportunities. After completing her studies, she earned a certifica-
tion as a teacher’s assistant. Three years ago, she began working in
an elementary school with kindergarteners, first, and second-grade
students. The job is far from easy, but her ability to speak several
languages allows her to help children who, like her own kids once did,
struggle to adapt to a new language and environment. Being able to
guide them through this transition is deeply rewarding and gives her a
strong sense of purpose.

Donatella has many passions. She loves learning languages and prac-
tices them daily. She is an avid reader, particularly drawn to historical
fiction, fantasy, mythology, and philosophy. She enjoys writing, being
in nature — especially the beach, her favorite place — and has a deep
appreciation for art and music. She loves to sing, even if her children
joke that when she does so with headphones on, it sounds like she’s
trying to torture them.

She also enjoys watching action movies, TV series, and Asian dramas,
and finds joy and creativity in cooking and baking for her loved ones.
Shopping with her kids is one of her favorite pastimes — not just for the
fashion or fun, but for the precious time spent together.

Donatella’s most treasured moments are those spent around the table
with her family, sharing their day and offering one another advice.



These conversations are filled with warmth and mutual support, as
each person helps the other navigate challenges, always with the
goal of turning frustration into encouragement — reminding one
another that “You can do it.”

Adding even more love to their home is Kira, the family dog, who is
much more than just a pet — she is truly like a fifth child, bringing joy,
comfort, and loyalty to each member of the household.

A devoted animal lover, Donatella doesn’t eat meat out of respect for
animals. One of her dreams is to travel more in the future — not only
to see the world but also to finally put into practice everything she’s
learned over the years.

Her greatest wish, like many parents, is to see her children healthy
and fulfilled — whatever that may mean for each of them. If Michelle,
Sharon, Alex, and Ashley are happy, then so is she.

Its with great honor that we award the Pasquale Tirino Service Award
to Donatella.

CHRIS BARTON
(POSTHUMOUSLY)

PASQUALE TIRINO SERVICE AWARD

Christopher Barton was born on June 27, 1975, in Albany, New York,
to Joseph and Laura Valenti Barton. He was a lifelong resident of the
Capital Region, living in Albany, Berne, and most recently, Niskayuna.

A proud graduate of Christian Brothers Academy, Class of 1993, Chris
carried the values of loyalty, service, and brotherhood throughout his
life. He built a successful career in the wine and spirits industry, working
as a sales representative for Empire Merchants North, and previously
at DeCrescente Distributing. Yet for many, their first memories of Chris
were formed at Casa Mia’s Italian Specialties—his family's beloved
business in Berne—where he could often be found behind the counter,
spinning dough and mastering the art of the perfect pizza.

Chris had an undeniable passion for food and hospitality. Known for his
creative cooking—like his famous teriyaki garlic parmesan wing sauce—
and for hosting unforgettable gatherings, Chris was never far from a

grill, a kitchen, or a crowd of happy guests. One of his proudest culinary
accomplishments was perfecting a marinara sauce that finally earned his
father's seal of approval.

To know Chris was to know kindness, charisma, and warmth. He had
an infectious smile, unforgettable baby blue eyes, and gave hugs that
truly meant something. He was a people pleaser in the best way, always
striving to bring joy to those around him.

But above all, Chris’s greatest joy in life was being a father to his
daughter, Blake. Their bond was unbreakable. From bike rides and movie
nights to swim meets and summers at the IACC pool, Chris was devoted
to creating special memories with his daughter. He was her biggest
cheerleader, her teacher in the kitchen, her protector, and her best friend.
For Chris, Blake was his number one, his proudest accomplishment and
the center of his world.

Chris also enjoyed vacations to Ocean City, Maryland, and Clearwater,
Florida, where he could relax by the beach or pool. He loved cruising in
his car with the music loud—classic rock or old-school rap—and passion-
ately supported his favorite teams: the Chicago Bears, Cubs, and Bulls.
At the IACC (Italian American Community Center), Chris found commu-
nity and purpose, regularly volunteering to make pizzas our Friday night
at the Pavilion gatherings and always lending a helping hand.

In honor of his selfless service and unwavering dedication to his commu-
nity, the Pasquale Tirino Service Award is being posthumously awarded
to Chris Barton. Though we lost him far too soon, his spirit continues to
inspire, uplift, and unite those who had the privilege of knowing him.
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The Original
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IMPORTING CO.
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DECRESCENTE

A LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS
SINCE 1948

NEW YORK STATE'S TOP FULL-SERVICE
BEVERAGE DISTRIBUTOR SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 75 YEARS!

Celebrate life, family and friends...

always responsibly!









am HANNA

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

CONGRATULATIONS
DOMINIC MAINELLA,
DAN WALL & ALL OF

TONIGHT'S HONOREES

Hannacre.com
tonysabatino@hannacre.com

phillipsabatino@hannacre.com
+518-458-7000

YA PHILIP W SABATINO

BECOME A
MEMBER

Chris Barton

We are deeply saddened by the loss of our dear friend and

m E m B EH [fellow member of the Italian American Community Center.

EXCLUSIVE
Taken from us too soon, his warmth, generosity, and love

Jor our heritage touched everyone he met.

WWWITAL[ AN AMERIC AN.COM Rest in peace, dear friend — pou will always remain

part of our IACC family.




From the Mayor

and Deputy Mayor
CITY OF ALBANY

Congratulations on the
Annual Columbus Day
Gala!

This year’s honorees, Dominic
Mainella, Dan Wall, Esq, Joe
Allegretti, Sergio Panunzio,
Jeffrey Hunt, Donatella Rotoli,
and Chris Barton are well
deserving of these recognitions.

It has been an honor to support
this incredible event over the
past 12 years. The Italian
American community of Albany
has our sincerest thanks for all
of the incredible work they do
for the City.

T

-Mayor Kathy Sheehan
and Deputy Mayor David Galin
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YOUR TRUSTED PARTNER

For Complete Pavement Maintenance

With complete capabilities in pavement preservation, recycling, and rehabilitation, we have
the solutions to help put your pavement maintenance program on the best road forward!

= Crack Seal = Paver Placed Surface Treatment
= Fog Seal = Cold In-Place Recycling

= Chip Seal = Full Depth Reclamation

= Fibermat® = Cold Mix Paving

= Micro Surfacing = Duro Patch

Contact Your Local Representative Today!

Nicole Fazio
Ph. (518) 618-5526
nfazio@asmg.com

Gorman Construction
All States Materials Group® ASMGCOI’ﬂ
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TRIUS




Our mission at H.U.R.B. is to be the best landscape contractor in the
region by providing superior service and unsurpassed reliability

o
o
o
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Residential & Commercial
Landscaping

Locally Produced Topsoil &
Garden Soil

Locally Grown Spring Flowers &
Fall Mums

Locally Produced Compost &
Mulches Contact Us a

Snow Removal 518-464-5030 hurblandscaping.com



.S/;eczézés‘éf i Estate /eweéy,
Watehes and Coins

oman Jewels is buying gold, silver, jewelry, bullion, coins and watches for the hest price arounl.
Trust Roman Jewels. 32 years in business of experience in hoth jewerly and coin buying.

SHOP ONLINE!

ROMANJEWELS.COM

WE BUY AND SELL:
GOLD - SILVER - COINS
DIAMONDS - ESTATE JEWELRY

AND MORE!
Vears in Business

Ca[/ 01 emai/ Us ﬁ)’z an appointment./

1717 WESTERN AVE., ALBANY, NY 12203 - 518-459-6331
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR HOURS




